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SCOTT
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LINN

DELAWARE

CLAYTON
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MARION

MONROE
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MAHASKA
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DUBUQUE

JACKSON
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Muscatine
$500,746

Davenport
$645,642

Des Moines
$812,290

Fort Dodge
$121,475

Sioux City
$1,828,960

Council Bluffs
$740,376

Cedar Rapids*
$4,029,318

Windsor Heights
$2,068,334

Ottumwa*
$6,880

Waterloo
n/a
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Sources :  Local authorities ; Ins urance Ins titute for Highway Safety; Governors  Highway Safety As s oc iation;
                National Conference of State Legis latures ; LSA calculations
LSA Staff Contact:  Rod rigo Aceved o (515.281.6764) rod rigo.aceved o@legis .iowa.gov

Automated Traffic Enforcement (ATE)
Autom ated  traffic enforcem ent (ATE) d evices  and  their role in pub lic s afety rem ain a topic of d is cus s ion b oth at b oth the m unicipal
and  State level.  The Iowa Suprem e Court has  opined  on m ultiple oc cas ions  regard ing the use of ATEs on the prim ary road
s ys tem  and  the Iowa Departm ent of Trans portation's (DOT) authority over their us e.  The latest ruling from  the Iowa Suprem e
Court found  that the DOT d oes  not have the authority to regulate ATE s ystem s .  M os t c om m unities  use the revenue generated
from  ATE citiations to s upport pub lic s afety operations, and  m os t participate in Iowa’s Departm ent of Ad m inistrative Services ’
Offs et Program  to help c ollect unpaid  fines in exc hange for a fee.

ATE U s e b y State — 2019

State ATE Use
State Law Prohib its
U s e
Red -Light Only
Both Speed  and
Red -Light
Speed  Only
No active ATEs

Cities U s ing ATE Cameras

*Arkans as , Nevad a, Ohio, and  U tah have effectively prohib ited  ATEs; use is only allowed  if
an officer is present at the tim e of the violation.

ATE Cam eras  in Operation
9
72
Iowa Cities  with Active ATEs

*Note:  Ottumwa ceased operating ATEs in
October 2018.  Revenue listed for Cedar
Rapids is for FY 2017.  Information was not
available from Waterloo.  All other revenue
figures represent the amount of revenue the
city reported receiving from operating ATEs in
FY 2018, after vendor fees.

As of Feburary 2019:

$65-100 Base Fine Per V iolation

Nationally, ATE use varies wid ely b y s tate.  Iowa, like M is s ouri, d oes not regulate ATE’s at the State level b ut rather at the local level
through c ity ord inances .  W here States have perm itted  ATE use, enforcem ent is  often lim ited  to a s pec ific area, such as a s c hool
or c ons truction zone, or to s pecified  c om m unities.  Several states have effectively b anned  ATE use, placing narrow exceptions
on us e, such as having an officer present at the tim e of the violation.  ATE penalties  are typically m ore lenient than those used  with
trad itional enforcem ent, e.g., the fine m ay b e lower, points m ay not b e as s es s ed , or the c itation m ay not go on the d river’s rec ord .
Generally, red -light cam eras  are m ore prevalent and  carry fewer restrictions on their placem ent and  us e than s peed  cam eras.

403 Com m unities Nationally
Operated  Red -Light Cam era
Program s in 2018
Decline in Red -Light Cam era
Program s Since the Peak of
533 Com m unities  in 2012-24.4%

And  FY  2018 Local Revenue Generated  from  ATE Citations

!( City with Active ATE

!( ATE Sys tem  Dis c ontinued
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Number of Active ATEs
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25
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States with Active
Red -Light and
Speed  ATEs

States with No
Active ATEs

States with Only Red -
Light ATEs Active
States with Only
Speed  ATEs Active

22 States (and  D.C.) Have
Pas s ed  ATE Laws*

8 States Prohib it ATE U s e

https://das.iowa.gov/state-accounting/offset-program

